FIGURE 1.
Adult diamondback moth
at rest

iamondback moth was introduced into

North America from Europe about 150

vears ago. It now oceurs throughout
North America, wherever its host plants are grown.
Diamondback moth larvae feed on all plants in the
mustard family (canola, mustard), cole crops
(broceoli, cabbage) and on several greenhouse
plants. In Western Canada, canola and mustard are
its primary Largets.

Although the diamondback moth occurs each vear
throughout the Canadian prairies and north central
United States, the severity of the infestation varies
considerably from year to vear, The most recent
infestation occurred in 19935,
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Damage

An infestation of diamondback moths cannot be
predicted based on the previous vears' population
because very few, if any, pupae survive the long,
cold Canadian winters, Instead, the severity of the
infestation in any given vear depends on two fac-
tors — overwintering populations to the south and
strong south winds to transport the moths north
into Manitoba, central Saskatchewan and eastern
Alberta in the spring,

In years when conditions are right for the moths —
that is, when moths arrive on the wind in large
numbers in early May and summer temperatures
are hot — diamondback moth infestations can
cause millions of dollars of damage.

Diamondback moth larvae feed on leaves, buds,
flowers, seed pods, the green outer layer of the
stems, and occasionally, the developing seeds
within the older seed pods of canola and mustard.
The amount of damage varies greatly, depending
on plant growth stage, larval densities and size.

When larvae are small, damage is evident as
small irregular holes or “shot holes” in the
leaves. If larvae are numerous, they may eat the
entire leaf, leaving only the veins.
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Canada-Manitoba Agreement on Agricultural Sustainability

Canada-Saskatchewan Agriculture Green Plan Agreement

Canada-Alberta Environmentally Sustainable Agricultural Agreement






